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Three Winners from the Forest Service!

Climate Adaptation Leadership Awards

The Forest Service is pleased to recognize the 
recipients of the Climate Adaptation Leadership 
Award in Natural Resources for their outstanding 
work in addressing the impacts of climate change 
on the nation’s natural resources. 

Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science, Dan 
Isaak (Rocky Mountain Research Station) and David 
L. Peterson (Pacific Northwest Research Station)
were presented with awards for their work to
reduce climate-related threats.

Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science 
(NIACS) received the federal agency award for 
their work to incorporate climate vulnerability 
into 185 forest management projects across the 
Midwest, Central Appalachians and the Northeast.

Dan Isaak was honored 
with the federal 
individual award for his 
work prioritizing climate-
informed conservation 
of aquatic species and 
habitats in the Western 
U.S. by mapping cold-
water refuges that can 
support species at risk.

David L. Peterson 
received an honorable 
mention for his continued 
efforts mentoring 
scientists, bridging the 
science and natural 
resource management 
communities, and helping 
managers develop climate 
adaptation strategies 
across millions of acres of forest in the West.

The Forest Service award recipients were 
selected from 47 nominations from around the 
country. Of these, seven recipients and seven 
honorable mentions were awarded. To learn 
more about the Climate Adaptation Leadership 
Award and the award recipients please visit the 
Climate Adaptation Strategy website.

Congratulations to 
Dan, David, and NIACS!

APPLAUSE!        APPLAUSE!

About the Award
This is the inaugural year of the Climate Adaptation 
Leadership Award for Natural Resources in support of the 
President’s Priority Agenda for Enhancing the Climate 
Resilience of America’s Natural Resources, which identified 
key actions across the federal government to support 
resilience of America’s vital natural resources and the many 
people, businesses and communities that depend on them. 

The award is sponsored by the National Fish, Wildlife, and 
Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy’s Joint Implementation 
Working Group in partnership with the Department of the 
Interior (DOI), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS), and the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (AFWA). 

http://www.wildlifeadaptationstrategy.gov/
http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/niacs/about/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/enhancing_climate_resilience_of_americas_natural_resources.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/enhancing_climate_resilience_of_americas_natural_resources.pdf



